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5 A CIRCUMSTANTIHAL - bs 

ACCOUNT &c. e 
By HEARTFREE. 


IT is a happy and amiable Cha- 

I rater which this Nation has 
juſtly acquired, that neither 

the laws, nor the humanity of 

its natives, will permit the loweſt perſon 
to be ill uſed with impunity, however 


great the offender may be by birth, by 


power, or by opulence. Nobles and 
plebeians, the wealthy and the indigent, are 
equally elegible to, and protected by, the 
Legiſlature; and are equally ſharers in the 
aſſiſtance of their fellow ſubjects when 
ever it is requiſite, Equity and humanity 
are no reſpecters of perſons; and both 
theſe virtues ſhine eminently conſpicuous 
in this happy iſte. If the death of a 
menial ſervant could occafion the holding 
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41 
the higheſt and moſt ſolemn court of judi- 


cature in this kingdom, and the noble 
delinquent be condemned to fall a victim 
to offended juſtice; the perpetrator of a 
deed of cruelty, though to an unhappy 
female, abandoned to proſtitution, will 
not, it is hoped, if proved upon him, 
eſcape puniſhment. 


On the goth, of October laſt, I inſerted 
a letter in the Gazetteer concerning Miſg 
Bell.“ As it gives ſome account of that un- 
fortunate young lady to nearly the time of 
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This has been fince publiſhed under the title of the 
life and real adventures of Ann Sharpe, by the way of ap- 
er a pamphlet in anſwer to that written by a juryman : 

at the author has not only miſerably altered, mutilated, 
and mangled it, but has very villainoufly thrown an odium 
on the aſhes of the dead, by introducing ſome wretched 
adventures ſhe was never engaged in. He has too, traduced 
her memory, by ſaying ſhe was ruined at fifteen 'years of 
age. She was but twenty two when ſhe died, and it was 
rot more than fifteen months from her firſt acquaintance 
with her ſeducer, to that of her death. As a proof of the 
little knowledge this catchpenny ſcribler has of her, he 
has even copied faults out of the gazetteer ; for the printer, 
by miſtake, printed Elſham inftead of Aylſham, (the place 
of her habitation in the country) and he, as knowing no 
better. fell into the error, and hasthereby inconteſtibly ſhewn 
himſelf a plagiary, and utterly ignorant of any thing 

concerning her, | 
hes 
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aſſertion. 


451 
her receiving her wounds; and as many 
perſons may never have ſeen it, it may not 
be improper to inſert a ſhort extract from 
it, as a neceſſary prelude to Captain Hol- 
land's relation of this myſterious affair. 


« She was of a reputable and opulent 
« family in the county of Norfolk ; her 
c father is in tolerable good circumſtances, 
«© and her uncle at this time is poſſeſſed of 
« at leaſt a thouſand pounds a year; and 
« from whom, in her days of -innocences 
« ſhe had large expectations, Her place 
“ of abode was then at Aylſham, about 
« twelve miles from Norwich. She un- 
* happily contraſted an intimacy with 
« a gentleman of the army quartered in 
e thoſe parts, who, gaining her affec- 
tions, deceived, ruined, and debauched 
« her. She made an elopement from 
« her friends, and was privately conceal- 
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+ A Letter in Lloyd's evening has denied this 2 ; afſertin 
that ſhe firſt made ſhameful overtures to the officer. But t 
that is inconteſtibly proved, I muſt beg to diſbelieve the 
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« ed by her ſpark at Norwich for a little 
% time; at which period her friends found 
# out her retreat, recovered, and took her 
«© home. Here ſhe breathed a life of 
„ melancholy : her gay, volatile diſpoſi- 
«« tion, rendered a ſequeſtration from the 
| world, altogether inſupportable; and the | 
| « loſs of her character kept her in an } 
5 almoſt continual confinement ; having 

10 entirely deprived her of that aſſociation 
with her own ſex, which her birth and | 
? 


—— — — — 


ſtation might have atheryiſe com- 
* manded. 


| 2 60 Her friends were ſenſible of the irk-» ö 
* ſomeneſs of her ſituation, and that it was / 
« impoſſibleforher to recover her reputation, 8 
« in aplace where every child was acquaint | 

40 ed with her ſtory; the blot upon her fame | 
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we was indelible in the country. They 
« therefore removed her to London, and 
6. apprenticed her to a very reputable | 
* chamber-milliner in Leiceſter-ſquare, to 
% whom was given an apprentice-fee of 
des ſeventy- ty o guineas. Here ſhe might 3 
|! 4 have lived happily and ereditably, but 
TE * unfortunately 
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171 
% unfortunately ſhe had now imbibed a 
« a ſtrong inclination for intriguing. To 
«« ſatisfy this paſſion, ſhe very imprudent- 
* ly and precipitately (without the inſti- 
#*- gation, as. reported, of any man 
6 whatever) eloped from her miſtreſs, after 
** but a ſhort continuance with her. Where 
#* the immediately went I do not learn; 
but a few days after, ſhe fell in compa- 
% ny, at the abode of ſome ne- contracted 
« acquaintance, near Whitechapel, with 
„% one Sharpe, a watchmaker| Here ſhe 
* was boaſting (if relating a truth may be 
e termed ſo) of the goodneſs of her 
* family; to which ſhe added her for- 
* tunate proſpe& of wealth at the death 
of ſome = them. The young fellow 
« ſeemed to liſten with a more than ordi- 
* nary attentive ear; which ſheobſerving, 
« merrily aſked him if he was fingle ? He 
* replied in the affirmative, Thus ſoon 
% brought on a propoſal, I cannot fay 
% from which party, of a match between 
« them. , Her inducement to a marriage 
10 with the firſt that offered, as the after- 


« wards 


(8) 

« wards frequently confeſs'd, was to re- 
move that power which her friends, or 
* miſtreſs, might otherwiſe claim over 


** her; and the being compelled to return at 
« either, was what of all things ſhe moſt 


« dreaded. Intereſt, though it flattered 
him but in a diſtant view, it is reaſona- 
ve ble to ſuppoſe, was the all- powerful 
<c- ſpell that charmed the man to wed her. 


But be it as it may, it is certain they 
either that day, or the following, be- 


c came man and wife. She was with 


« with him but one night : for on the 
« morrow of their marriage, buſineſs re- 
«« quiring his preſence at Rumford in 
«© Eſſex, ſhe directly decamped; and to 
s elude any ſearch after her, aſſumed a 
<< fictitious name. The firſt place I find 
her at afterwards, is Madam Modena's, 
« in King-ſtreet, St. Anne's, where ſhe 
« lodged ſome time. Here it was ſhe 
«© commenced, or renewed, her ac- 
ce quaintance with the actor, who has been 
* ſo much mentioned in this affair, with- 
* out the leaſt ſhadow of reaſon. The 

« firſt 
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« firſt knowledge ſhe had of him, wa 
the ſeeing him perform at Norwich, to 
* which theatre he once belonged. She 
« wrote him a letter, directed to him at 
the play-houſe he is engaged in here at 
« London ; in which ſhe acquainted him 
« of herabode, and eutreated his company 3 | 
A « with this he complied, and ſeveral times 

repeated his viſits :—-- At length the 
- <« acquaintance between them broke off. 
“After this ſhe lived in ſeveral places, 
and by ſeveral names, which will be need- 
e leſs to repeat here. | 


Il ſhall now proceed to the account given 

me by Captain Thomas Holland, a gen- 
tleman who isdeſervedlyeſteemed a man of 
i honour and veracity ; one who would not 
attempt to ſacrifice, upon any conſideration 
inlife,the peace and reputation of the inno- 
cent, to the manes of female friendſhip , 
and who cannot be ſuppoſed to have any pri- 
vate pique or prejudice againſt the party 
accuſed, having never ſeen or ſpoken to him 
as he informs me, even to this day. 


Captain 
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Captain Holland's acquaintance with 
Miſs Bell commenced when ſhe lived 
with her father at Aylſham, beloved; 
eſteemed, and viſited, as a young lady of 
character and virtue. He was quartered in 
thoſe parts, and more than once at'the town 
where ſhe lived'; He frequently danced 
with her at the aſſembly, and hasdeclar'd to 
me, he never ſaw the leaſt action in her 
that derogated from delicacy, modeſty, | 
and Gbriety. He had fome intimacy in 
her family, particularly with her brother, 
now an officer in Germany, and who he does 
not doubt, when the more important duty 
heowes his country is at an end there, will ſee 
his injured and unhappy ſiſter tighted to 
the utmoſt. Captain Holland never ſaw 
| Miſs Bell, from the time /fhe left the 
County of Norfolk, when ſhe lived in 
regutation with her friends, to that of his 
ſeeing her on her death-bed at Marybone, 
fo that this gentlemar's motives, for exer- 
ting himſelf on this melancholy occaſion, 


can have no other ſprings, than thoſe of 


friendfhip, compaſſion, hnmanity, and 


juſtice. | 
The 


[11] 


The captain being in "Ih city on 5 
tember 26, called upon Mr. Drake, a Mer- 
chant who formerly lived at Aylſham, 

In the courſe of converſation Mt. Drake aſked 
him when he ſaw Mitt Bell? He told him 
not for more than fixteen months; I am 
informed, returned Mr. Drake thatſhe is ex- 
tremely ill ſomewhere at Marybone. The 
captain was extremely concerned to hear 

4 of her unhappy ſituation, and declared his 

J intentions of enquiring her out, and viſit- 

ing her. The next morning he did fo, and 
found her confined to her bed, in a fever; 
her condition, ſo far differing from that he 
had left her in at Aylſham, affected him 
greatly! he aſked her if ſhe knew him? 

She returned no anſwer for about the ſpace of 

a minute, but looked at him in ſeeming 

CY anguiſh, and then wept exceedingly : the 


, now” took him by the hand, as he ſtood by 
F-| her bedſide, and repeated faintly, „yes, 
154 « yes, I know you” then reſuming more 
E-1 ſtrength, ſaid with great earneſtneſs, I 
+ | « wiſh I had ſeen you a month ago, for 


| te then, perhaps, this might not have 
6 | E 60 © happened; 


[12] 

* happened; hut now I. am loſt I am 
&© murdered :” This expreſſion ſhock'd 
Captain Holland much, and made him 
Irapatient for the melancholy ſtory, yet as 
he perceived her very faint and weak, 
begged her not to fatigue herſelf with re- 
counting it then, but poſtpone it till the 
afternoon, when he would come again, and 
hear it, if her ſtrength permitted her to 
relate it: he did fo, and took with him 
another gentleman, one Mr. Moon. He 
found her ſomething better, and fat down 
by her; ſhe deſired him to affiſt her to ſit 
up in the bed, which he did, but it was 
with the utmoſt pain to her ; the talk'd 
ſome little time on ſeveral paſt occurrences, 
when they were together in the country. 
At laft, ſays the, © I have wrote to my 
father, and expect him in town, but I am 
not anxious. now about his coming, for I 
am confident you will be my friend'; and 
ſce me rizhted.” He aſked her if any 
perſon had uſed her ill ? She replied “ yes, 
« yes,---but---but”--- (here ſhe pauſed and 
booked at M r. Moon, then turned to the 

| ca 


[73] 
captainand continued) - if you will call to- 
«© morrow morning, I will relate fome- 
« thing to you, will ſurprize you.” Per- 
ceiving her very faint, Captain - Holland 
took his leave, promiſing to return in the 
morning. He was punctual, but before 
he went into her room, the nurſe who 
attended her, defired to ſpeak with him, 
and took him aſide for that purpoſe. She 
then informed him that her miſtreſs had 
got two frightful wounds, which appeared 
to her, to. be cut with a ſharp inſtrument, 
through ſome villainy. That they were 
ſo extremely bad ſhe could not adminiſter 
a glyſter, which had been ordered her by 
the apothecary, Mr. Thomas Bliſs of 
 Tyburn-road. The captain replied, he 
apprehended. this to be the circumſtance 
Miſs Bell wanted to relate to him. He 
then went into her room, fat down and 
enquired after her health. She requeſted 
him to lend her his aſſiſtance, that ſhe 
might fit up in her bed. He told her the 
nurſe's words ; and aſked her - how ſhe. 
came by the wounds. Her anſwer was 


— FT 


[14] 
40 It! is true; that villain Sutton gave them 
me.” Who, fays he, is this Sutton? She 
replied a young merchant, who uſed to 
keep company with Sir William Fowler.” 
The Captain then intreated her, if ſhe 


found her ſtrength would permit it, to re- 
late her ſtory from the time of her firſt 


coming to town. She acquieſced. 


I find very little variation of circum- 
ſtances in her narration (as the Captain has 
fince related it to me) from the account I 
have already given of her proceedings tothe 
public. Thoſe circumſtances which ſhe 
told him that have not yet tranſpired, it 
may be neceſſary to mention: in the courſe 
of her unhappy profeſſion (ſhe ſaid) ſhe 
contracted an injury ; when one Mr. B---r, 
a gentleman of fortune, with whom ſhe 
had commenced an acquaintance, took 
compaſſion on her, provided her a lodging, 
and put her under cure. At this very 
time her father came to town, to Mr. 
Drake's the merchant; this gentleman aſſiſt - 
ed him in finding of her out; in their 
enquiries they received information, that 
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[ 15 ] 
ſhe was kept by Mr. B---r: they made 
application to him, and he very readily 
promiſed to introduce her to them ; a 
tavern was appointed, and Mr. B---r was 
punctual to his promiſe : her father took 
her with him that night to Mr. Drake's in 
the city ; ſhe conſented to return with him 
home to her diſconſolate mother who was 
moſt affectionately fond of her; and ſhe 
lay there that night. In the morning 
(unfortunately for her, as it has fince 
proved) Mr. B--r came to Mr. Drake's and 
deſired her father to put her again under 
his protection, as ſhe was not perfectly 
well of her illneſs ; promiſing that he 
would take the utmoſt care of her, that he 
would place her at a friend's houſe in the 
country, and when well, deliver her up to 
him again. To this her father moſt unac- 
countably conſented, and on that very day 
he took a hackney coach, from Mr. Drake's 
and went and ſurrendered her to Mr. 
B---r. She parted from her father, and 
Mr. B. hired her an apartment at the king 
of Bohemia's-head on Turnham-green. 


% Here (ſaid ſhe) he placed me as a 
„ young 
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ce young lady, to whom he v Was guardian; 3 
«« he viſited me pretty conſtantly in the 


« day time, and the greateſt. harmony 
But this laſted 


c 


A 


ſubſiſted between us. 
« not long, Sir W. F. came to ſee me, 


& and introduced Sutton, with whom I 


„ was then utterly unacquainted ; this 


c created frequent words between Mr. 
4 Brand , under whoſe protection, how- 


« ever, I, ſtill continued: Sir W. and his com- 
« panion, coming pretty often, increaſed 
« Mr. B---r's and my differences, which 


« rendering my fituation extremely uneaſy, 


I determined to leave Turnham-green, 


« unknown to them all; 
« to town, and took lodging's at Mrs. Sa- 


„ rah Parker's, in Spring-garden.“ 


Captain Holland then aſked her, how ſhe 
came to ſee Mr. Sutton again? She told 


him that after about three weeks abſence, 


he and Sir W, diſcovered her retreat, and 


came one morning to ſee her , they re- 
queſted, or rather infiſted, on her taking a 
walk, to which ſhe conſented. At night, 
they went to Haddock's bagnio Charing- 
. ; that here another young lady, Miſs 


young 


I did fo, came 
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# Young came to ſup with them. They con- 
tinued at the bagnio three nights ſucceſ- 
; 5 | ſively, amidſt the utmoſtrioting and intem- 

> perance, [it has appeared ſince that they 

2 dined each of the three days at the Cardi- 
4 gan-head tavern, Charing-croſs, but this 

ſhe omitted mentioning to the captain] 
they drank extremely hard; not leſs than 

three pints of ratafia a day, beſides other 

1 liq:ors, to her own ſhare. During this 
time, ſhe faid, Mr. Sutton uſed her ex- 
2 ceedingly ill, ſtriking her ſeveral times; 

A ſhe got a fall down ſtairs, and greatly hurt 

A her fide, but could not take upon her 

to fay poſitively, whether ſhe was thrown, 


4 | or fell down : [this ſhews her relation to 


be given unprejudiced, that ſhe was not 
2 inclined to the telling of lies, and that ſhe 
was unwilling to attribute to another that 
blame which ſhe was not abſolutely certain 
they deſerved.] Captain Holland very judi- 
2 cioully interrogated her, whether or no 
ſhe might not have received her wounds 
from that fall? She replied, No, no, 
1 did not; bey were * me by that 
9 villain 


[ 18 ] 


villain Sutton, with a penknife.” At the 


fame time, ſhe: told the captain to this 


purport, and as near as he could recollect, 
in theſe very words. Before he gave me 
the wounds, he told me he would cut 
% me ſo that I ſhould not be able to r, 
10 and if that would not do, when he ſaw 
« me again, he would cut me ſo that 1 
60 ſhould not be able to Hive: he then 
« inſtantly pulled out a penknife, and 
« ſtabbed me, aß if he had been ſtabbing 
« of a hog.” Here ſhe endeavoured to 
deſeribe to the captain the manner of his 
cutting of her, by pointing towards the 
wounds, and making motions, repeating 


at the ſame time, So, ſo,” or © Thus, 


thus.“ He aſked what ſhe had done to 
Mr. Sutton, that he ſhould be guilty of 


ſach a cruel and atrocious act? *I cannot 


« tell, returned ſhe, for I do not know 
« thatleveraffrontedhim in my life; at leaſt 
« never to deſerve ſuch treatment.” After 
ſhe had received 'the wounds the captain 
could not recollect, for certain, how long 
ſhe ſaid it was after] ſhe found herſelf very 
ill; went Home fick, faint, and laid down; 

Mrs, 


1 49 ] 
Mrs. Parker and her maid firſt bathing 
her bruiſes, which ſhe had got almoſt from 
head to foot, with hot vinegar ; all which 
ſhe declared (except the hurt on her fide, 
by the fall) ſhe received from Sutton. 
Captain Holland aſked, if ſhe faw Mr. 
Sutton afterwards ? Her reply was No, 
but finding my illneſs increaſe, and that 
t he did not come near me, I wrote him 2 - 
0 letter, ' informing him of my ſickneſs 
* and diſtreſs, and requeſting ſome money; 
« he ſent me by the chairman who carried 
« it, a very paltry and dirty anſwer, for 
« one who aſſumes the character of a 
« gentleman. The letter is in my portman- 
«,teau, and that is in the poſſeſſion of 


« Mr. Bliſs, the apothecary, who has the 


« care alſo of all my things.” [I have been 
well informed that Mr. B. has been fo ex- 
tremely ungenteel, as to expoſe and read 
to ſeveral perſons Miſs Bell's correſpon- 
dence * copies of her own letters and 
thoſe alſo ſhe received from other people: 
particularly one written to her by a certain 
captain in his majeſty's navy; whom, he 

_— may 


[20] 
may reſt aſſured, ſhall be acquainted witlx 
this-proceeding, and the comments he has 
been pleaſed to make * that — 8 
epiſtle.] 


About this time, ſhe aid. Sir William 
Fowler, came to ſee her, and behaved 
with great humanity and generoſity. He 
ſent for Mr. Bliſs, deſired him to be parti- 
cularly careful of her, ſuffer her to 
want for nothing, and gave him ſome 
money. Mr. Bliſs (ſaid ſhe) removed 
« meina chair to theſe lodgings, provided 
« me with a nurſe, and has ſince attend- 


. ed upon me.—This is my ſtory ; my ill 


e uſage is a truth, and tht Sutton is the 
1 cauſe of my death, I am very ſenſible 
that the wounds will Zl. me, and I hope 


you Captain Holland will ſee me have 


66 « juſtice done, a I have no other friend 
« here but you-' He now enquired of her 


whether any other perſon had ill uſed her, 
for that great liberties had been taken with 


Sir William Fowler s name in the affair? 


She replied © no—not any perſon —Sir 
bo Willliam has behaved to me, and more 
f | « eſpecially 


[ar] 
"46 eſpeciilly of late, NOD n 2 90 
0 tleman.” þ | 

The captain promiſed ber to "yy every. 
L means in his power to bring the perpetra · 
tor of her ill uſage to juſtice. But con- 
, & -fidering it would be more eſſentially neceſ: 
ſary at the preſent to have ſome care taken 
of her wounds, he told her he would go 
immediately to Mr, Bliſs for that purpaſe 
the defired he would, He went, but 
Mr. Bliſs was not at home. He told hit 
man, that Miſs Bell had two wounds». * 
| begged either he, or his maſter, would go 
inſtantly and examine them, and chat he 
would call in the afternoon to know | Mr; 
 Blif'sfentiments concerning them. it may 
be naturally wondered at here, that Miſs 
Bell never told of her wounds. till they 
were diſcovered. by her nurſe. That ſhe 
had had them ſome time, 'when,difcoyered, 
was obvious by the appearance they than 

made,---Thoſe who knew her well, at- 
tribute her concealing them, only ta their 
being given in the place where'they were}; 
Del 9 for 
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for ſhe preſerved, to the laſt, a degree of 
delicacy, ſeldom, if ever before, found in 
one of her unhappy profeſſion.] When 


the captain returned, Mr. Bliſs was at 


home ; ; he imformed him he had ale 
ready been. with his patient. Captain 
Holland aſked his opinion of the wounds ? 
He replied he could hardly tell, that it 
was a vety odd affair, ſuch a one ag he 
never had in hand before in his life: That 
the wounds ſeemed to him to be cut with 
ſome inſtrument, and that they were very 


ad, on account of her having had them 


ſo long without dreſſing. He defired Mr. 
Bliſs to acquaint him, whether the lady 
had the venereal diſorder? His anfwer was 


i cunner tate upon me to fay ſhe has." 


The daptain did not think it proper to in- 
form Mr. ⸗Bliſs, by what means ſhe came 
by her wounds, therefore, after entreating 
him to be careful of her, departed. - From 
thence he went to Maryborie:; Miſs Bell 
told. him Mr. Bliſs had dreſſed r = 
und ſaid they would do very well. In a 
few minutes; he _ his leave, ag ths 


10] 8 ſeemed 
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ſeemed greatly in want of reſt. The next 
morning the captain ſaw her again, and 
as ſhe ſeemed in tolerable ſpirits, queſtion- 
ed her in relation to her ſtory of the pre- 
ceding day, and ſhe repeated the major 
part of it almoſt word for word. as be- 
fore. F rom this time he ſaw her twice 
a day, to the Thurſday before her death. 
She never faultered in her account to Cap- 
tain Holland, always perſiſted that Sutton 
gave her the wounds, and was ever perfect- 
ly in her ſenſes when he ſaw her. The laſt 
words he had with her, worth- relating, 
were theſe, « I am going (ſays he) to 
* write to your father; have you any 
& thing particular to ſay to him?“ She 
replied * no;” but after a little pauſe, 
ſhe faid eagerly, as if recollecting herſelf, 
« Pray give' my. duty to my dear mather, 
„ and let her know, I have not a great 
« while to be in this world, but I hope 1 
« ſhall meet her in another, wits We 
„may be more happy than we have been 
* in this. She ſpoke this ſo ſenſibly pa- 
thetic, and with ſuch an affecting elo- 
quence 


* 
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quence in her looks,. that the captain could ; 


not refrain joining his tears to hers.--- 
A certain indication of a campethonate and 


brave m . 2 01 


On the. F 5428 cli. the 1 and 
nurſe informed Captain Holland, that a 
ſurgeon had been there the day before, that 
the wounds were black, and, they believed, 
mortified, and that their miſtreſs Was 
dying. F inding her ſo extremely bad, he 
did not go into her chamber to Akurb her. 
On the morrow Saturday October 4. he 
went in the forenoon, and found ſhe had 
ven, dead about. an hour. 


It will now 7 be proper to take notice of 
the method taken to bury her. Iam told 
there are no ſearchers 1 in that, as in other 
pariſhes, whoſe buſineſs. it is to examine 
of what diſeaſe every perſon dies. Mr. 
Bliſs the apothecary therefore thought it 
neceſſary, and applied to Mr. Umfreville, 
one of the coroners for the county of 
Middleſex, for his warrant to bury -her, 
and obtained it. As a proof of this, I 

: ſhall 
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hall inſert an authentic copy of a Euter x 


written by Mr. Umfreville to * brother 
coroner ———— it. 


** 


e SIR, 


Was laſt Sunday attended by! Mr. | 
Bliſs, and the undertaker, and by 
« - what was, related, I was opinion the 
'© matter was not coroner's bufineſs.--The 
« girl's caſe was venereal, and I therefore 
gave leave to bury in eaſe of the county 
c charge, The air has been den Mr. 
« Fielding. I: 

October 8, 1760, KE. U.“ 


I ſhall * the 1 I have 
to make on Mr, Bliſs's extraordinary ap- 
plication to the coroner, and his extra- 


ordinary behaviour in the whole affair, till 
I have done with Captain Holland, &c, 


The firſt ſtep the captain took after the 
death of this unfortunate young creature, 
was the going to Juſtice Fielding, in 
order to relate the ſtory of her woes, that 
2 he 
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he who was the cruel cauſe of them might 
be brought to condign puniſhment. There 
he gave the account, or the greateſt part 
of it, which I have already told: he was 
deſired to get the Maid thither in a Coach, 
he did ſo, and her examination was alſo 
taken, — On the Thurſday after her death 


(her body having been otdered to be taken ; 


up)a beadle brought him a ſummonsfrom the 
coroner, requiring him toappear as the next 
day, at the Kings-head in Marybone, to 
give his Evidence relating to the death of 
Ann Sharpe. He attended, but no Coronet 
came, having, as he ſaid in a letter to the 
jury, miſtaken the day, and therefore beg- 
ged their preſence on the morrow. At 
night the Captain received a vwriten letter 


from Mr. Umfreville, to inform him of 
the miſtake, and to defire his attendance the 


next day : He did ſo, — After the ſurgeons 
had examined the body i in the Bone-houſe, 
the jury retired to the Kings-head to ex- 
amine the witneſſes; ſeveral were ſo: the 
phyſician, ſurgeons, apothecary, maid, 


nurſe, &c. &c. During this Captain Hol- 
land 
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land waited without, expecting to be called 
in. Finding no manner of notice was taken 
of him, and being impatient to give his 
teſtimony, he ſent in word by the man who 
guarded the door, that he was deſirous of 


being examined. The anſwer was,” Ile 


is not wanted, for the j jury are ſatisfied . «A 
perſon who was there too, one Mr. Har- 


try, ſent in for Mr. Watkins of Drury- 
Lane threatre, a juryman, and begged of 
him that Capt. Holland might give his 


Evidence, but it was to no purpoſe. The cap- ' 
tain then went away to another houſe 
where he had ſome company. They re- 
marked that he looked diſturbed. I am 
« ſo, ſays he, I have been ſummoned by 
« the coroner as a witnels, and they re- 
* fuſe to hear me.” After being a very 
ittle while with his friends, he ſtarted 
up, exclaiming. If the jury are ſatified, 
I am not, and am determined to go back 
again.” When he came there, he ſent 
in the ſame perſon, as before, who ſtood 
at the door, to tell the coroner and the ju- 
ry that he was there, and was diſſatisfied 
at not being- examined.--The anſwer again 

E Was 
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was, © he is not wanted, for the jury arc 
otisfied.” The captain was therefore ob/iged 


to return to his friends, and Bonne un 


queſtioned. 
Upon this captain Holland wrote to Mr. 


Sutton at the Devizes, recapitulating what 
Miſs Bell had ſaid of the ill uſage ſhe had 
received from him. To which Mr. Sutton 
returned the captain the following anſwer. 


S IR, Devizes, October K's 1760. 


Y laſt poſt I was fearvoured with, a 
letter from Capt. Holland, with 

© whom I have not the pleaſure to be ac- 
* quainted; and J muſt confeſs I am greatly 
Jurpriſed at the charge laid againſt me by 
Miſs Bell, to whom I never offer'd the. 
leaſt jury or affront in my life. The 
cauſe of her death I am as. ignorant of as 
the child unborn, and was it the laſt word 
I had to ſay, I would ill pe in my inno- 
cency. Had I been conſcious to myſelf of 
being the author of ſo horrid a crime, I 
| thould not have enjoyed one moment's 
peace of mind; and was it not for an un- 


happy, 
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happy difference that ſubſiſts among a par 
of our family, I would not have delayed 
one moment to return to London, in order 
to clear myſelf from ſo infamous and cruel 
an aſperſion, and which, to an innocent 
perſon, is of the blackeſt nature. The 
letter Miſs Bell writ to me I have now by 
me; ſhe does not make the leaſt mention 
of my having cut her with a knife, which 
the certainly would have done, had I been 
the author. And I can make it plainly 
appear, that ſhe has often ſaid, and (worn 
to things when in liquor, whith ſhe has 
_abſolutely denied the morning following. 
What credit then can be given to what ſuch 
people ſay? Was I now in London, I could 
bring people of the firſt faſhion to anſwer 
for me. And I defy any perfon to prove 
that I ever offered Miſs Bell the leaft inſult 
in my life, How ſenſibly then a thing of 
this nature muſt affect me, I leave you, Sir, 
to gueſs. When I return again to Lon- 
don, which I hope will be no ſoon, I will 
do myſelf the pleaſure to call on you, 
when I can explain myſelf more clear-' 

E 2 h 
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ly by word of mouth, than I can by letter, 


Jam with due regard, 


Sir, | 
Your moſt humble ſervant, 
Willy Sutton- 


When you do me the favour to write 
again, I beg you will direct your letter t to be 
left at the poſt office here. 


Obſervations. Mr. Sutton is extremely 
ſingular in his notions, to think a letter, 
charging him with ſuch a crime, a favour, 
As to his being ſurpriged at the charge, 
there can be no doubt made of it: any per- 
ſon would naturally be fo, under the ame 
circumſtances ;. but as to his having never 
offered her the leaſt injury or affront, he 
is ſurely m7/taken, as has been, and will be, 
inconteſtibly, proved, notwithſtanding his 
defiance to the contrary. - In regard to his 
perfiting in his iunccency; it is the ſafeſt 
way; but whether he is really innocent of 
her wounds, the peruſers of this pamphlet 
will be able to judge. It was a little unfor- 
tunate for Mr. Sutton that an unhappy dif- 


ference 
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ſetence ſhould fo critically ſubſiſt among a 
part of his family, and thereby prevent his 
return to London in order to clear himſelf 
from ſo infamous and cruel an aſperſion! 
So horrid a crime | —But, I believe, few 
__ perſons, beſides Mr. Sutton, would eſteem 

it more important, to adjuſt a difference in 
a part of a family, than to clear thcir re- 
putation from ſuch a charge of cruelty, and 
barbarity! —Love we know will lead men 
to the greateſt extremes ; a wife beloved, 
diſcovered to be perfidious, might over- 
whelm a huſband / as to be regardleſs of 
all other conſiderations! but this is not 
Mr. Sutton's caſe; he is ſingle. —That Miſs 
Bell did not mention his cutting her in her 
letter, is true; for ſhe read and ſhewed it 
to others, before ſhe ſent it. Why ſhe 
did not mention it, can be accounted for 
only in the ſame manner, as for her never 
telling of her wounds till they were diſco- 
vered ; that is, her delicacy. Perhaps her 
goodneſs of heart too !' chuſing rather to 
intr. at aſſiſtance, than extort it.---As to 
Mr. Sutton's making it appear that ſhe has 

| | ſaid 
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ſaid things when in liquor, which ſhe has 
denied the following morning, that may 
be; but what then? If Mr. Sutton means, 
that when ſhe was ſober ſhe recanted from 
her aſſertions made when in liquor, it 
argues the amiableneſs of her diſpoſition, 
that would not ſuffer her to continue. in 
an untruth. But if he would be under- 
ſtood, that what ſhe faid in liquor ſhe de- 
nied (when ſober) ever having faid at all, 
I do not wonder at it. To ſay what they 
ought not, .and to forget what they faid, 
is a failing moſt, if not all, who drink to 
Intoxication, - are ſubject to; and yet free 
from liquor, they may be ſuch who 
would ſcorn a lie.---He fays, if he was in 
London, he could bring perſons of the 
firſt faſhion to anſwer for him. How an- 
fwer for him? What! that he did not cut 
her ? Surely none can do that ; and where 


is the friend who will anſwer for him in 


any other way? It is now more than two 
months ſince Mr. Sutton wrote this letter, 


and he has not yet thought it proper to 


come to London to explain himſelf more 


clearly 
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clearly to the captain by word of mouth. 
here is ſomething a little extraordi- 
nary too in the poſtcript. Why ſhould 


Mr. Sutton beg the next letter to be direcs- 
ed to be /eft at the poſt-houſe, rather 
than his own home, where the captain di- 
rected the firſt? was he afraid any perſon 
ſhould ſee it ? Surely the letters were upon 
a ſubject that every innocent perſon would 
be glad to communicate to their friends, in 
order to procure: their advice how to act 
under ſuch an infamous aſperſion ! | 


« The brave do never ſhun the hight, 
« Tuſt are their thoughts and * are 


their tempers, 


« Still are they JE? in the fair face of 


day, 
% And heaven and men are + jndues of their 
actions. Rowe. 


\ 


About the ſame time that Captain Hol- 
land wrote to Mr. Sutton, he ſent a letter 
to Miſs Bell's father, with an account of 
the unhappy affair of his daughter, and 

what 
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what the had related to him; in anſwer to 
which he received the following. 


« SIR, Aylham, October 16, 1760. + 
6 Y OURS came to hand but this day» 
77 and I am obligedto you for the care 
towards my poor unfortunate daughter. 
As to Sutton, I am determined to bring 
« him to the Bar for his barbarity and 
e cruelty, if it coſts me five Z7houſand 
ce pgunds. I have enclos'd a letter for Sut- 
ton, not knowing how to direct to him, 
« and ſhall take it as a great favour would 
« you ſeal it up and deliver it to him 
« yourſelf. — Your anſwer what Sutton 
* ſays by next poſt, will oblige 

S-I R, 
Your molt obedient 
humble ſervant, 


| William Bell.” 
N. B. I ſhall be obliged to you to let me 


' © know, whether or no you be the ſame 
Captain Holland that uſed to come to 
our houſe. Allo pleaſe to let me know 


how 


£c 


cc 
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how to direct to this Sutton. The ſur- 
8 geons that examined the body, I will 
7 bas care they ſhall be made eaſy, and, 
every perſon that aſſiſted her . her 
illneſs.—Excuſe errors. 


The letter encloſed for Mr. Sutton was as 
follows. 1 
tc Mr. Sutton, . N 
Il Bo 5 
B many informations that 1 have 


had ſent me from Juſtice F laing 
6 and many others, you are the villain 


& that gave my daughter two ſtabs with a 
« penknife in a place called the Os Sacrum; 
« of which wounds ſhe died. Now if 
te you do not immediately make an atone 
*. ment or retaliation for this your cruelty, 
J will make you appear at the bar, if it 
15 coſt me five thouſand pounds, or more. 
his is all proved againſt you, and 
that you was the cauſe of her death. — 
« It was ſpoke of at Lord O——'s by a 
« nobleman, how that you and Sir W. P. 
“ had uſed my daughter extremely ill, and 
F „ thap 
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* © that you ought to be brought to puniſh- 
ment. Vou likewiſe ſwore, that if ever 
you ſaw her again, you would fo ſtab her 
« that ſhe ſhould not live. You fre my 
* determination. Your's 


Aylſham, October 16,1760. William Ball 


Captain Holland inſtead of tranſmitting 
Mr. Bell's letter to Sutton, very judiciouſſy 
ſuppreſſed it, and wrote Mr. B. an an- 
wer, ſignifying that he did not think it 
proper to ſend ſuch a letter, requiring from 
a ſuppoſed murtherer atonement and retalia- 
tions to a father for the death of a daughter; 
and telling of him that as he had r 
ed, otherwiſe, to bring him to the bar, 
that that was the atonement expected by 
the public. To this the captain received 
no anſwer : Upon which he wrote to the 
reverend Mr. W. miniſter of the pariſh of 
Aylſham, the purport of which was, the 
giving him an account of the affair; of 
Mr. Bell's letter to him and Sutton, and 
the deſiring of him to acquaint Mr. B. 
that as he had heard that his [captain Hol- 
land's] name had been called in queſtion, 


in 
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in the country, in the affair, if he [Mr. 
Bell] did not take ſome proper ſteps to clear 
up the myſtery, and right his inj jured 
daughter he might depend upon having his 
letter made public, 


On the 2 3d or 24th of October captain 
Holland wrote a ſecond letter to Mr. Sutton 
to this purpoſe, that he was not ſatisfied in 
regard to his innocency in the affair of Miſs 
Bell, and that he thought, if he was inno- 
cen t, that the only means to vinditate his 
character would be to return to town, and 
endeauour to clear himſelf, That he hoped 
he did not take him for an enemy, for 
that if he would come to London, he would 
give him every aſſiſtance in his power, 

ar far as juſtice would allow him 5 &c. &c. 
This, Mr. Sutton anſwered as follows. * 


«SIR, Devizes, Obe 25, 1706 


7 Am this day favoured with a ſecond 


Letter N you, by which I find you 
0 expreſs great ſurpriſe that I ſhould (as you 


ge fay) ſtill perſiſt in my innocence relating 
1 F 


i 


* 


cc 


cc 


CC 
«c 
| «c 

cc 


«ce 
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« to the affair of Miſs Bell. This expreſ- 
* ſion (I muſt confeſs) is to me very odd, 
« for was I in the leaſt conſcious to my- 


ſelf of having committed the hernous 


crime laid ſo maliciouſly to my charge, you 


could not think me fo void of ſenſe to 
continue in this place ip the unconcerned 
open manner ] do at preſent. Every man 
has a monitor within him that will in- 
form him when he has dene amiſs, eſpe- 


cially in acaſe of this nature. Thĩs certainly 
muſt have been my caſe, had I been the 


author of her death. I am much obliged 
to you, Sir, for your profeſſion of friend- 
. ſoipin the Letter you writ me, but (thank 


« God). my innocenceis ſufficient to protect 
me againſt thoſe who have ſo villainouſ- 
ly vorn againſt me. And ſince matters 
are come to ſuch a paſs, I am determined 


* to /ee the end of it, let what will be the 


confequence. I do aſſure you, Sir, I am 
by no means deterr'd at the thoughts of a 


trial, hat being the only means b 


which I can juſtify myſelf. Beſides, let 
my innocence appear ever ſo clear, it muſt 
notwithſtanding greatly prejudice me in 

66 the 
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cc the opinion of my friends, At having 
« a thing of this nature laid to my charge. 
The world will poſibly be furpriſed at 
ec my not coming to town, and perhaps may 


« imagine me guilty, and that I am now 
-« ſecreting myſelf from Juſtice, + I do 


4 aſſure you this affair gives me very lit- 
« tle concern; let Mr. Bell's determinati- 
*. on be what it will, I have no doubt but 


e my innocence will ſecure me, and that 
« my friends will ſapport me in brin ging 


4 to juſtice the authors of ſo horrid an ac- 
. cufation. I am, with due _ 

4 6 8 I R, 2 

ge * Your very humble bine 


Wil v SvTToN. wi 


- Gs Mr. Sutton, with the Game 
ſingularity of notion as in his former, ſtiles 
captain Holland's Letter a favour ; though 
this fame /avour was no other than an aſ- 
ſurance that the captain diſbelieved his aſ- 
ſertions of innocency, and conſequently 
ſuppoſed him the perpetrator of a moſt un- 
natural deed upon a defenceleſs female. 


Mr. Sutton ſays, i it is a heinous crime laid 
malicicuſſy 
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malicioufly to his charge... That Miſs: Bel 
had two wounds; and that ſhe charged Mr. 
Sutton with having given her them, is, 1 
apprehend; believed to be moſt. certain; 
and few, I ima gine, who are told that ſhe 
daily, confiantly, and to the laſt moment 
(when ſhe was going to appear before an 
Almighty and all knowing judge) perliſted 
in the fame ſtory, will think ſhe charged 
im maliciouſſy or wrong fully; z and much 
fewer will think that the giving her two 
ſuch wounds, in ſuch a part, was not a 
beinahs crime. It therefore muſt follow, 
that it · was a Beinous crime not laid MA, 
LICIQUSLY te Mr. Sutton's charge, 
AI will-not, cannot, take upon me to ſay, - 
that her wounds were the cauſe of her 
death, yet, notwithſtanding, howevet) an- 
 conterned Mr. Sutton ſays he was, at thu? 
profent, : when he wrote the letter, I hope 
the Montur he has within him tells him, 
there is reaſon enough for his not being fo 
umconceraed. at this preſent. Mr. Sutton, 
after thanking the captain for his profeſſion 
of TOE e he = the * can 

© ſcarce 


(4) 
ſcarce be called friendſhip, - for declaring 
himſelf 'an adherent to juſtice and not his 
enemy] praiſes ( God, that his innocence 18 
fufficient to protect Him. Does Mr. Zutton 
mean his mmnocence in regard to her death ? 
IF ſo, perhaps it may be > ſufficient... But if | 
he means his innocence in reſpect to her 
wounds, 1 fanc 4 he will find /izr/e protection 
from that.” intimates that ſums people 
have villainouſly forfigorn themſelves. All 
who were permitted to be ſworn at the co- 
roner's inqueſt, were a phyſician, three 
ſurgeons, an apothecary, Mr. Moody, Mr, 
Gyffard, Mr. Davis, the nurſe, and. the 
mail Which, and how many, of theſe, 
_ Mr. Sutton think /ipore Vlllainouſſy 
gainſt him ? Tin he explains himſelf, he 


door of every one of them; and. makes j it 
incumbent on every one to clear, themſelves 
from the aſperſion. As things are come to 
ſuch a paſs, he is determined, he ſays, to 
ſee the end of i it, let what will be the cun- 
ſequence, All good people with the ſame! 
And that Mr. Sutton was either I 


* 


4 


— 
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if pullty, or acquitted if innocent, by a 
higher form of law. than a coroner's in- 
queſt ; where no perſon's teſtimony. would 
be refuſed to be heard. Mr. Sutton ſays, 
a trial is the only means by which he can 
juſtify himſelf. Why then; inſtead of 
ſtaying in the country, has he not appeared 
publickly in London. and ſeemed to ſeek 
that only juſtification ? ---He ſuppoſes the 
world will pofibly be ſurprized at his not 
coming to town. I can aſſure him the 
world are not af all ſurprized at it; the 


reaſon is too evident. —He then ſays, per- 


haps they [the world] may imagine me 
guilty, and that I am now ſecreting myſelf 
from juſtice. I am forry to inform him 
that OS people do imagine fo. —He con- 
cludes in not doubting but his friends will 
ſupport him in bringing to juſtice the au- 


thors of fo horrid an accuſation. The accu- 
ſation is a horrid one indeed ! and if a falſe 


one, it is high time he proceeded againft 


the accuſers, and proved their villainy upon 


them; otherwiſe the world muft be apt to 


thinkthe accuſation not ſo falſe as he ſeems 


to ſay it is. 
In 
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In conſequence of the letter which cap- 
tain Holland wrote to the miniſter of Ayl- 
ſham, as mentioned before, he received 


the following epiſtle from Mr. Bell. 
SI RX, 
te * uneaſineſs my unhappy daugh- 


ter has occaſioned me, is inex- 
e preſſible, and for you to add to my mis- 


« fortune by your unkind letter to Mr. 
« W—h is not kind or generous. The 
„letter I ſent you for Sutton, I will allow, 
was not proper; and as I was diffident in 
« my own mind about it, I ſent it you 
« unſealed, that you might peruſe it, and 
if you did not approve it, I judged you 
« would not deliver it, which I think was 
« very right and am obliged to you, you 
« did not. I have received the depoſitions 
« from juſtice Fielding, and they are now 
* under conſideration by a perſon eminent 
te in the law. When I have received her 
« anſwer I ſhall acquaint you the reſult 
« of his opinion, by which I ſhall govern 
«© myſelf with the advice of my friends: 
Therefore you muſt not impute to me 
« any neglect of regard to my daughter, 
G for 


«c 
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for I muſt be governed by thoſe who are 


ſuperior to me in judgment in this n 5 
affair. In the interim, I am, Sir, 


Your moſt obedient 
humble ſervant, 


Aylhham, 19th Nev. 1760. „ W. BELL. 


Obſervations. I ſhall be as tender, and 
brief as poſſible, in remarking upon Mr. 
Bell's letters; but met hing of that ſort is 
abſolutely neceſſary, as he charges the cap- 
tain with being unkind and ungenerous 3 
when throughout the whole of this unfor- 
tunate young lady's affair, he has, moſt 

certainly, ſhewn himſelf fraught with the 
tendereſt ſentiments of &indneſs and genero · 
Her, and every virtue that conſtitutes a lo- 
ver of friendſhip, juſtice, and humanity. 
Mr. Bell is moſt undoubtedly in the right, 
in all;wing his letter to Mr. Sutton to be 
improper. Who 1s it does not ſhudder at the 
very thoughts of a father threatening the 
murtherer of a danghter (for he tells him 
he was the cauſe of her death by ſtabbing 


her) 
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her) with making him appear at the bar, 
if he did not make atonement or retaliati- 
an ?—How can Mr. Bell fay he was diſi- 
dent in his own mind about the letter's be- 
ing delivered to Sutton, and therefore ſent 
it unſealed for the captain's approval or | 
rejection of it, when in his firſt letter he 
peremptorily defires him to ſeal'it up, and 
(no doubt for fear it ſhould miſcarry) re- 
queſts him to deliver it himſelf to Sutton? 
Mr. Bell ſays the depoſitions are under 
conſideration by a perſon eminent in the 
law; and that wen he had received his 
anſwer, he would - acquaint the captain 
with the reſult of his opinion. The mat- 
ter is indeed knotty and myſterious, but I 
apprehend any gentlemen emrnent in the 
law might have given his mature opinion 
before now: However, Captain Holland 
has not yet received Mr. Bell's promiſed 
information: He conſequently cannot know 
whether he is to /mpute it to any neglect of 
regard to his daughter, or to any other 
cauſe. 
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I have-now done with captain Holland's 
account. An account which carries con- 
viction in every line! The praiſe of every 
friend to truth and juſtice is due to this 
gentleman; and I make no doubt but he 
will receive it from them all. But that 
there' may not remain the leaſt ſhadow of 
a reaſon for his relation to be disbelieved, I 
ſhall now ſupport it by ſuch inconteſtible 
corroborating evidences, as will ſet the 


truth of it beyond the poſſibility of a doubt. 


As to the letters received from Mr. Bell 
and Mr. Sutton, the originals (now in my 
poſſeſſion) will teſtify for them. In 
regard to the girl's: ſtory, I ſhall firſt con- 
ciſely lay before the reader what ſhe ſaid to 
Mifs Ann Knight, the daughter of the 
perſon at whoſe houſe ſhe was at Mary- 
bone, and who, though ſummoned to 
give her evidence before the coroner, was 
never called in for that purpoſe. 


Miſs Knight avers, that Miſs Bell told 
her, that when Sutton and ſhe fell out, he 
declared 
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declared himſelf to this purport, that he 
* had a good mind to cut her backſide jo as 
& ſhe could not jit.” That Sir William 
Fowler being hen in company, made an- 
ſwer, Sure you would not offer to do fuch 
« @ thing !” that Sutton ſaid, Yes, and if, 
% madam, you ſpeak another word, I will cut 
c your face in the ſame manner.” That he 
afterwards pulled out a knife and cut her; 
(marking at the ſame time with her fin- 
gers how) then pulled the knife out of the 
firſt wound, and ſtuck it into another. 
That he bent her fingers back as if he 
would have broke them, and that they 
turned immediately black. That Sutton 
faid to this effect, He had put it out of the 
ce doctor's power to cure her, but he could 
e cure her with ſuch another jobs; and that 
& he would do the next time he ſaw her.” 
Miſs Bell alſo told Miſs Knight, that ſhe 
bclieved if it had not been for Sir William 
Fowler, Sutton would have led her. 


Obſervations. Although the above are 
not the very words which Miſs Bell re- 
| lated 
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lated to 1 of the manner of Sut.. 
ton's wounding her, yet, by comparing, 
they will be found to bear juft the ſame 
ſenſe.—She ſeems to have been rather 
more explicit in this part of her ſtory to 


Miſs Knight than to the captain, but that 
is eafily accounted for. She could ſays 
to a woman that, which her delicacy would 
not permit her to repeat to a man; and the 
omiſſion of the word backfae to the cap» 
tain, is a proof of it.— It is true that. ſhe 
ſaid nothing to captain Holland of Sutton's 
telling her he would put it out of the doc- 
tor's power to cure her; but then ſhe ſaid 
to him, that he (Sutton) told her he would 
cut her ſo that ſhe ſhould not be able to 
live; which, in fact, is one and the ſame 
thing.— She never mentioned to the cap- 
tain Sir William Fowler's remonſtrance to 
Sutton upon his threatning her, nor even 
that he was in the room at that time ;— 
that might be forgetfulneſs. Few of us 
(even when our thoughts are not diſturbed 
by pain or fcknefg#Shers were) remember 
every circumſtance of any affair we are re- 

lating! 
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| lating!——There is one thing I muſt not 
paſs remarking, That Sir William Fowler 
was preſent once when Sutton threatned 


teſtimony ; but whether it was at tat 


threatning when he afterwards ſtabbed 
her, is not / evident: he might indeed 
be preſent at the very threatening, and yet 
be owt of the room when the wounds were 
given.—Neither is it clear by her account 
to Miſs Knight, whether or no Sir William 
was in company when he ſtabbed her. 
If it had not been for Sir William, ſhe be- 
lieved, ſhe ſaid, that ſhe ſhould have been 
killed by Sutton, but that by no means 
makes it plain that he (Sir W.) was by 
auben ſhe was wounded. He might have 
come to her relief immediately after 3 ot 
perhaps he might have prevented her being 
ill uſed ſome other time, and ihe be thereby 
perſwaded within herſelf, that he had 
faved her life. But be it as it may, it is 


moſt certain Sir William had more honour 


and humanity in him than to 4% in, or 
abet ſuch an atrocious piece of ckuelty: 


and it is but an act of juſtice in me, as he 


= 3 


Miſs Bell, ſeems evident by the foregoing 


is incapable of anſwering for himſelf, be- 


ing in the ſervice of his country, a volun- 


teer, in Germany, to take this, and every 
opportunity of vindicating his character 


from the aſperſions thrown upon it in this 
affair. It may indeed be ſaid, that if he 


was preſent, he might have prevented it. I 


ſay, no: theſe things are generally done too 


inſtantaneouſly to admit of prevention. It 


is true Sutton threatned her firſt, and ſome 


may ſay Sir William ſhould have been 
therefore alarmed, and have guarded a- 
gainſt it; but how often, how very often, 
do we hear drunken, or paſſionate people, 
threaten what we have not the leaſt belief 
they intend to execute? And who among 
us is there would believe, that any man, 
who calls himſelf a gentleman, could ©: com- 
emit fuch' a cruelty f 


The next corroborating evidence J ſhall 
bring is Miſs Bell's maid, Elizabeth Ho- 
neybald. She was indeed examined be- 
fore the coroner, but not in many points 


h iche 


© 
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Which ſhe had knowledge of, and which 
* have illuſtrated the affair. 


This young woman lived at the King of 
Bohemia's Head at Turnham Green, and 
entered into Miſs Bell's ſervice there. She 
ſays Miſs Bell lay with the perſon's daugh- 
ter who kept the houſe, and paſſed there 
for ſome time as a virtuous young lady, 
that ſhe behaved as ſuch, nor was in the 
leaſt ſuſpected for the contrary, till Sir W. 
and S. uſed to come there. That when 
her miſtreſs left Turnham Green, ſhe lived | 
with her at Mrs. Parker's. She ſays ſhe 
never ſaw her drunk in her life, her com- 
mon drink being wine and water. That 
when Sir William and Sutton called upon | 
her miſtreſs, ſbe went out with them in per- 
feet health. That the ſame morning her 
miſtreſs came home from the Bagnio, ſhe 
firſt ſent for a clean ſhift, cap, handker- 
chief, and pair of ſtockings. That before 
ſhe carried them to her miſtreſs, ſhe went 
for ſomething to the Rummer, which is 
next door to the Bagnio, and the gentle- 
= H woman 
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woman of the houſe ſaid to her, “ there . 
« has been a great noiſe, and fad piece of 
« work to night with Sir W. and Sutton! 
« it is well if there has been no murder.” 

| That when ſhe took the things to her mi- 
ſtreſs, which was about ten o'clock, rhe 
 avaiter refuſed to let her ſee her. That when 
her miſtreſs came home, ſhe ſaid, I heave 
received my death's wounds from that vil- 
« lain Sutton.” Theſe words the maid 
thinks were ſaid too, in preſence of Mrs. 

| Parker. That on her repeatedly aſking 
what ſhe meant by them, © /be ſeid 
& ſhe had been uſed ill; but could get 
nothing elſe out of her. That her miſtreſs 
was bruiſed all over, had lumps m her head, 
and her fingers ſo black that ſhe was obliged 
to wear gloves for ſome time after, to pre- 
vent their being ſeen. That ſhe came home 
ſick, faint, and laid down. That there 
was blood on her ſhift, and two of her pet- 
ticoats behind. That her miſtreſs read the 
letter to her, which ſhe wrote to Mr. Sut- 
ton for money, in her ſickneſs and diſtreſs: 
that ſhe did not mention in it his giving 


her 
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her the wounds ; but that ſhe told her the 
money ſhe ſent for, Sutton owed her, and 


ſo ſhe thinks it was written in the letter. 


That her miſtreſs read the anſwer, which, 


ſhe well remembers was in theſe words. *. 


Mi Bell, if you are well, I am well, pay 
the poſt, and all is well.” That the was 


preſent when her miſtreſs related to Miſs 
Knight, Sutton's ill uſage; and that it was 


juſt in the fame manner (having had it 


read to her) as Miſs Knight hath told it.— 
Note, Mr. Sutton in one of his letters de- 
fies any perſon to prove he ever offered any 


affront to Miſs Bell. In anſwer to which 


I muſt tell him, that her maid has ſworn 
before the coroner, that ſhe knew nothing 
of his giving her the wounds, [i. e. did not 
fee him give her them] but that he uſed her 
ill from the i to the lat. And the maid 
tells me ſhe has ſeen him Atrite her miſtreſs 
often. If this is not offering her any aſ- 


front, I wonder what i is ? 


| ® This is the letter Miſs Bell told c ts Holland was 


In the poſſeſſion of Mr. Bliſs, and which the called a pal- 

try anſwer.—It Was, no doubt, in der — an inhu- 

man one | b 
1 
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T ſhall now bring the teſtimony of Miſs 
Young, whoſe character, in point of ve- 
racity, is ſaid to be unqueſtionable, and who 
is ready to ſupport her aſſertions by any 
and every method preſcribed by law. 


Her account is, that ſhe has frequently 
ſeen Mr. Sutton act in ſuch a manner to 
Miſs Bell, that „he ſhould have thought it 
ill uſage from any perſon. That ſhe was 
at the Bagnio with the deceaſed, Sir W. 
and Sutton. That one time in particular, 
on Sutton's behaving ill to Miſs Bell, Sir 
William expoſtulated with him thus, - 
« Sutton, how can you behave ſo ill to 
« her? you know how good ſhe is when 
« ſhe is ſober ; you act more like a beaſt. 
« than a man.” That on the deceaſed's 
faying ** ſhe heard her father was coming 
te to town to fetch her home, but that ſhe 
« would rather die than go home after 
* what had happened ;” meaning her pre- 
ſent ſituation of life: Sir William made 
anſwer, © my dear do go home, if there is 

5 => cc any 
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« any difference ſubſiſting between your 
« father and you, I will endeavour to ſet- 
e tleit, or do any thing for you in my 
«« power. You are ill now, but if oy 
ce get well before 1 go into Germany, I 
« will carry you home myſelf.” Miſs Bell 
replied, “no, no, Iam afraid to go home; 
I could never live happy.” That Mr. 
Bliſs the apothecary came to them at the 
Bagnio. That he was there at leaſt two 
hours. That he fat at table with them all 
5 ſupper time. That ſhe is certain he drank, 
but cannot take upon her to ſay he eat with 
them, unleſs cracking and eating a great 
many nuts may be deemed fo. That Sir 
W. Miſs Bell, Sutton, and herſelf, were 
going out of town the next morning, but 
Mr. Bliſs coming to them wnexpetted, pre- 
vented them, That they then went to the 
Cardigan's Head Tavern to dinner, whither 
Mr. Bliſs accompanied them, and dined 
with them. That when Miſs Bell was ill 
at home at Mrs. Parker's, ſhe went to ſee 
her, and that ſhe then ſaid, « I am very 
« il, IT ave recerved ſome mward hurt, 


25 „ and 
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* and that Sutton has been the ruin of me.“ 
She alſo ſaid ſhe ſhould die, and that “ if 
« ſhe was not moved from where ſhe was 
« (to the country I ſuppoſe) ſhe ſhould not 
« live half an hour.” That ſhe ſhewed 
her [Miſs Young] Sutton's anſwer to the 
letter ſhe had wrote him, informing him 
of her ſickneſs and diſtreſs; and that the 
words of it were, © Miſs Bell, if you are 
well, I am well, pay the poſt, and all 
is well.” That ſhe was greatly affected 
with Miſs Bell's unhappy ſituation, begg'd 
her to accept ſome money, and then took 
her leave. That ſhe went directly to Sir 
William Fowler, and told him Miſs Bell 
was dying; and begged for God's ſake he 
would go to her, for that ſhe had neither 
money or friends; and that ſhe had wrote 
to Sutton for ſome, but he had refuſed her. 
That Sir William ſeemed greatly ſurprized 
and moyed at his barbarity, exclaiming, 
% Ts it poſjible!” That he went with her 
10 Miſs Bell, and greatly compaſſionated 
her diſtreſsful ſituation, giving three gui- 
neas to Mrs. Parker, and deſiring her to 
let 
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let her have any thing ſhe wanted, or could 
1h for. . [Sir W. alſo ſent for Mr. Bliſs 
to attend her, and upon Mr. Bliſs's adviſ- 


ing her to be removed, gave him five gui- 
neas for that purpoſe, &e. * 


Obſervations. Miſs Young not only 
ſtrengthens captain Holland's * alia in 
many points, but ivalidates Sutton's defi- 
ance in regard to his never having offered 
any inſult to Miſs Bell. She alſo proves 
Mr. Bliſs did not recollect himſelf enough 
when he ſwore before the jury. And ſhe 
inconteſtibly proves Sir William to have 
no hand in the affair, but on the contrary 
that he behaved to her in a very amiable 
and praiſeworthy manner.---His offering 
to accommodate matters with her father; 
his advice for her to leave her courſe of 
life, and propoſition to ſee her ſafe home 
himſelf, his expoſtulation with Mr.Sutton ; 
his exclamation at his refuſing her money 
in her diſtreſs, and his giving money him- 
ſelf to have every proper care taken of her, 

are great and ſtriking proofs of a good, 


gene- 
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generous, and humane mind, though in 
ſome meaſure, perhaps, hitherto, | buried 
to the world, by the wild ſallies of incon- 
ſiderate youth. | 


T ſhall now take a general review of 

ſome things which have occurred: in. this 
affair, and of the depoſitions made before. 
the jury, and then conclude. 


I ſhall firſt begin with Mr. Bliſs. When 
captain Holland aſked him, after he had 
examined her wounds, whether ſhe had 
the venereal diſorder ? his anſwer was, 
that he could not rale upon him to ſay ſhe 

Bad. On the day after ſhe died, as ap- 
_ . pears by the coroner's letter. Mr. Bliſs ap- 
lied to the coroner for leave to bury her- 
as a perſon who had died. of the venereal 
| Giſeaſe. Was it not moſt extraordinary, that 
Mr. Bliſs ſhould now take upon bim to ſay, 
what he could not rale upon him to ſay a 
few days before, although he had then in- 
ſpected her? ---But hear what Mr. Bliſs 
ſwore before the coroner, as it appears in 
the pamphlet written by one of the jury- 
men 


| 
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men. On his being aſked if the wounds | 


could, in any wiſe, occaſion her death.; 
he anſwered “ That if ſhe had not had 


* any wounds at all, probably, ſhe would 


have died; for ber death wwas owing to an 
te inflammatory putrid fever.” What do you 


ſay to this Mr. Bliſs? Did ſhe die of the 
venereal diſorder, and an inflammatory putrid 


fever too ? I would aſk Mr. Bliſs another 


queſtion. Pray if a perſon had died of 
the venereal diſorder, could it not be per- 
ceived by inſpecting the body afterwards? 
I fancy you will, becauſe you muyft, an- 
ſwer, yes. Why then it is plain ſhe did 


not die of it, for two of the ſurgeons, Mr 
Wyatt and Mr. Farmer, on being aſked. - 


the queſtion, after their having inſpected the 
body, ſwear. poſitively they ſaw zo ap- 
pearance or ſymptoms of it.] therefore 
call upon you to inform the public, what 
could lead you to deceive the coroner ; I 
hope not the old proverb, that it is not 
proper to tell the truth at all times.— [I 
have not done yet, fir. By the juryman's 
pamphlet it appears you ſwore that at Had- 
I dock's 
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dock's Bagnio' © they aſked you to drink, 
but you neither eat nor drank with them, 
but took your leave: that Sutton and the 
deceaſed were put into one bed that night, 
and dined together the next day at the 
Cardigan's-head ; and that you did not ſee 
her again till the 11th of September.” 
Pray recollect yourſelf Sir. Miſs Young 
ſays you ſat with them two hours, and at 
the table all the while they where at ſup- 
per- and to he cannot take upon her to 
ſay you eas (unleſs it was nut, and in my 
notion of things chat is eating } yet ſhe is 
confident you dran. And indeed it is not 
reaſonable to ſuppoſe a man could ſet in a 
Bagnio two hours with two young 
fellows, warm with liquor, without 
being, as it were, forced, by their in- 
ffting on it, r drink. Remember too fir 
that you have eie 2rn Miſs Young was ſober, 
ſo that there is no apparent cauſe for her 
memary's failing her. Did you not cal 
of them the next morning at the bagnio, 
a bout 1 e for, and prevent their 
solng out of town? Did you not dine 
; with 
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with them afterwards at the Cardigan? 
"How then, Sir, can you fioear that you 
took your leave af the bagnio; that Su- 
ton and the deceaſed were put to bed ar 
the bagnio, and dined Zogether {that is 
they two, Sutton and the deceaſed, it can- 
not well be taken in any other ſenſe] the 
next day at the Cardigan's Head, and that 
you did not ſee her till the 11th Septem- 
ber? Indeed your ſtory is told fo, that it 
may be underſtood, you meant you was 


with them; but in an garb, Sir, a man 


cannot be too explicit; zwby you was fo 
ambiguous you muft certainly know bt. 
' You ſwear you was /ent for, to the begnio, 
by Sir William, your patient. The next 
morning, you know you went valurta- 
rily ; perhaps, therefore, you. did not chuſe 
to have it known that you went to uch 
places, without being ſent for. You ſwear 
if the had not had any wounds at all, pro- 
bably, ſhe would have died. Probably“ 
what then, fir, you are not poſitive ſhe 


would have died otherwiſ?---No more 


are many other people: n 
5 WS . 
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Mr. John Wyatt, the ſurgeon, being | 
 afked at the coroner's inqueſt, if he could 

tell the occaſion of her death ? anſwered, 
be could form no obſervation of her death. 
And on being aſked, if thoſe wounds 
might not have occaſioned a fever? he 
ſaid, „“ he believed not.”---Mr. Wyatt's 
'elieving they would not, is no prof they 

_ WOO not. 


Mr. Jolin Father, ſurgeon, being aſk - 
ed if the wounds might not be the occa- 
ſion of a fever? He ſaid they could ſcarco- 
by . occaſion a fever, but they nuyght.---If 
there is only a bare pofſibility that her 
wounds ght occaſion a fever, ſurely the 
perpetrator of them ought to be na 
ed 22 farther. 


Mr. fawn Chapmas, the 3 
ſwears, that when he firſt attended the 
deceaſed, on Thurſday Oclober 2d, he was 
ſhewed two wounds, and found a gan- 
grening. On Friday, found they were 
mortified, and ou Saturday word was ſent 
him ſhe was dead. Being aſked if he had 

| now 
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now inſpected the body, and what he 
thought of the wounds ? He faid it was 
his opinion, that the wounds were not mor- 
tal.---I would aſk Mr. Chapman, or any 
gentleman of the faculty, this plain queſ- 
tion ; When a part has become gangrened, 
does not the ſmall abſorbent veſſels imbibe 
and carry into the blood the noxious mat- 
ter (which is a ſubtle poiſon) that occa- 
ſioned the gangrene ? The blood and juices 
being therefore ſo contaminated, may pro- 
duce a putrid fever ; which, before, might 
have been only a ſymptomatic inflamma- 


tory, occaſioned by the pain of her wounds, 
and exceſſiye drinking, 


Dr. Talbot Smith ſwears, « it is his 
* opinion, that the wounds could be no 
« way relative to her death.” 


I obſerve the gentlemen in general, very 
juſtly, are diffident in ſwearing. po/trvely 
that the wounds did not cauſe her death, 
or the fever ; but give it only as a matter 
of opinion; in which, I doubt not, they 

Fa * 3 


1 
will admit, they may be miſtaken. Mr. 
Bliſs ſays; probably ſhe wauld have died if 
ſhe had not been, wounded. . Mr. Wyatt 
ſays, he believes they could not occaſion 2 
fever; and Mr, Farmer can ſcarce think 
it, but admits they might. . 


It is incumbent on me, before I have 
done, to make a few remarks on Mr. Ju- 
ryman's ampartial inference (as he is pleaſ- 
ed to call it) in his pamphlet, drawn ſrom 
the Gpolations made before the coroner. 


He admits dan Miss Bell received two 


wounds, and that ſhe imagined them to 
be the cauſe of her death, * but then, 
« ſays he; a phylician, three ſurgeons, 
45 and an apotbecary, declare ſhe did not 
« die of the wounds, She muſt there- 
« fore, he continues, be niſftaten about 
« the cauſe of her death; and I can ſee 
no difficulty 1 in accounting for that miſ- 
« take; for it is very probable ſhe had no 
thoughts of death till within a few days 
of the period, and then her i ignorance 


rf might 2 55 her to think that as ſhe 
« had 


(65) | 
had been wounded with a kniſe,” [Mr. 
Juryman ' admits here it was done with a 
knife, though by and by he will be found 
to ſuppoſe it to have been done with a 
ſword] “ nothing elſe could be the occa- 
* {jon of that violent illneſs. I ſaid the 
„ might think ſo; but is it not full as 

*« probable, that ſhe did not think at all 
«« when the made theſe declarations ? “ 


It 1s plain, by this time, to every pe- 
ruſer of what I have written, that Mr. 
Juryman's probable conjectures are all miſ- 
taken ones. It is certam ſhe had thoughts 
of death /ong before the fatal period. She 
fold the maid (as mentioned before) the 


very day ſhe came from the bagnio, that 


the had received her death's wound. And 
alſo ſaid to Miſs Young, when ſhe was at 


Mrs. Parker's, that ſhe ſhould de, and | 


even in Baff an hour, if not removed from 
thence. But what does Mr. Juryman 
mean, by her not thinking at all, when 
the made her declarations? Does he think ſhe 
was drunk upon a ſick bed? ſurely no. Or 


mad! ? 
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mad? Is there any appearance of her be- 
ing delirious in her narration to Captain 
Holland? Did not that gentleman always 
find her clear in her ſtory, without varia- 
tion? And did ſhe not talk to him of paſt 


occurrences ? And if ſhe had been not in 


her perfect ſenſes, ſhe muſt certainly have 
betrayed herſelf in ſuch a converſation. 


Mr. Juryman goes on © the gentlemen 

« of the faculty that attended her, ſay, 
« ſhe was delirious at times; and this is 
« confirmed by her ſaying No, to Mr. 
« Moody's aſking her if ſhe knew him; 
though ſhe had but that inſtant before 
te been told, that Mr. Moody defired to 
cc ſee her; and ſhe, of courſe, expected 
« inſtantly to ſee him; by deſiring him to 
e be admitted. Let me aſk Mr. jury- 
man, who are thoſe gentlemen of the fa- 
culty that ſaid ſhe was delirous? J have 
carefully read over all the depoſitions, and 
find no ſuch thing. Indeed an Apotheca- 
ry, Mr. Bliſs, ſays, the -maid told him, 
that the deceaſed had declared, Suter had 
cut 


1 
cut her; that on aſking her about it, 
[this was five days before her death] ſhe 


ſometimes ſaid Sutton had cut her, and 
ſometimes faultered. It is amazing ſhe. 
ſhould faulter to Mr. Bliſs in charging Mr. . 


Sutton, when ſhe had been ſo conflant to 
every other per on, in perfiſting it was he- 
that did it ! I cannot pretend to fay, it is 
an untruth; or if it were, can I ſay it was 
Spoke knowingly ; but perhaps he did not 
rightly recollect the circumſtance, any mare 
than that of eating nuts, and drinking at 
the Bagnio.---As to her faying No, to Mr. 
Moody, neither he, nor Mr. Davis heard 
her, though both were in the room. Mr. 
Gyffard might miſtake the word'; 1 know 
he thinks ſhe faid it; and ſo ſhe might, 
becauſe being in great pain, and near her 


death, ſhe perhaps did not properly attend 


to the queſtion, till repeated.---Even ſup- 


poſing ſhe was delirious on that day, it does 


not tend to invalidate one tittle of what ſhe 
told captain Holland, for the laſt time he 
ſaw her alive, was the day before Meſſrs. 
Moody, Gyffard, and Davis, were with 
her, and then ſhe was in her perfect ſenſes.” 
Bebe 3 
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Mr. Juryman n how he i is inclined to bo” = 
lieve, the wounds were given by a nal 
ford rather than a knife * and that 
through wantonneſs, not naked as ima- 
* gined, but Zhrough all her cloaths.” Now 
Mr. Juryman, Tam more inclined to think 
it was given with a knife; becauſe Miſs 
Young is ready to ſwear, that Sutton had 
no ſword at the Bagnio, nor did ſbe ever 
ſee him wear one. As to whether ſhe was 
naked when wounded, I gannot tell, but as 
to her being wounded through all her 
cloaths, I fancy you are again miſtaken, 
Mr. Juryman, for her maid (who though 
' ſhe lived with Miſe Bell, never was ſervant 
to one of her miſtreſs's profeſſion before, 
and who wow lives in a family of great 
creditand reputation) will teſtify an oath that 
ſhe afterwards ſearched all the cloaths ſhe 


had on at the Bagnio, and there was nat 
the leaſt ſign of a hole through any of 
them, The laſt notice I ſhall take of this 
contemptible impartial inference of Mr. 
Juryman's, is, where he ſays, „ it is not 
4 * the ae ee deſigned to kill, 

4 the 
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1 the part wounded. being the leaſt adapt- 
* ed to that purpoſe.” —I fancy the King 
of Pruſſia could inform this ſenfible and im- 
partial Juryman, 'that many an Auſtrjan 
had received his deaths wound bebind as 


well as before. 


Some little while after the died. it was 
publickly ſaid in an advertiſement in the 
Public Ledger, from Mr. Umfteville the 
Coroner, that ſhe died of a fever, occaſioned 
by a bad habit of drinking, and that it ap- 
peared ſo by the evidence of a phyſician, 
three ſurgeons, and an apothecary. Now, 
I have read with ſome care all their depo- 
ſitions, as publiſhed in the Juryman's ac- 
count, and do net find the'leaft mention of 
her fever being occaſioned by a bad habit of 
drinking. How this is to be accounted _ | 
I cannot tell! A | 


— 


The Ay favs d. he went Fey home to 
the Bagnio in perfect health; it therefore, 
upon the whole, appears to me, that het 
exceſſiye rioting and drinking at the Bag- 
yy on; at the 8 Head, when 
K 2 Mr. 
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Mr. Bliſs woas of the party, threw her into 
her fever, and that the wounds the receiv- 
ed from Mr. Sutton during the intempe- 
rate heat of her body, by ſuch a debauch, 
highly increaſed her illneſs, and that her 
drinking and her wounds were jointly the 
cauſe of her death ; for is it not reaſonable 
to ſuppoſe, that wounds given when the 
body was inflamed with liquor, would 
aggravate an illneſs, notwithſtanding the 
ſame wounds in a body cool and temperate 
might have no ſuch ill effect? | 


I ſhall conclude with hoping, that juſ- 
tice, in all caſes of cruelty, will, ſome 
time or other, overtake the offenders, 
however ſcreened by wealth and opulence. 

HEAR TFREE. 


London, December 17, 1760. 
12 S T' night, ſince the printing off of 
the foregoing ſheets, captain Holland, 
had the pleaſure of receiving a letter (dated 
the loth) from an attorney at Aylſham; 
informing him that * Mr, Bell is now de- 


«ce ter- 


ww 


4 


1 
«« fermined to proſecute the perpetrator of 
« the ſavage and brutith treatment his 
« daughter received, to the utmoſt of his 
« power,” and that this gentleman (the 
attorney) will be in town ſoon after the 


holidays, then to take all proper ſteps to 


carry Mr. Bell's intentions into execu- 


„ tion.“ 


I was glad to ſnatch the opportunity, 


. juſt before this laſt ſheet went to the preſs, 


to give the public this eatly intimation ; in 
order to exculpate Mr. Bell from any cen. 
ſure that might poſſibly fall upon him, in 
conſequence of its having been ſo long de- 
layed, and of the obſervations made thereon. 
And I can aſſure Mr. Bell, he will not 


only have the praiſe, and beſt wiſhes of all, 


but the aſſiſtance (if needſul) of * 
friends to juſtice and humanity. 


Vä 
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